
Like Oprah, I too have a list of my favourite things, the only difference is, I can’t give away a
million dollars worth of product to everyone at the school; but what I can do, is share a life long
passion of mine with students. That passion is “Fly Fishing”, a sport that requires skill, patience,
stealth and knowledge. Three years ago I got together with fellow angler and teacher Heather
Jones and after a short discussion; the “Northwestern Fly Fishing Club” was born. I have been
an avid trout fisherman for over 30 years and like a kid in a candy store, I can’t wait for each
club fly tying session or fishing trip. 

We are very fortunate to have Heather Jones, a “Fly Fisher Extraordinaire”, bring a wealth of
knowledge, skill and enthusiasm to the club. Heather has been fly fishing since she was a young
girl and possesses extensive knowledge in the art of casting, migratory and feeding habits of
trout, stream etiquette and (insect) entomology. Through her connections at “Friends of the
Grand” we received a donation of ten, 5wt and 6wt Orvis rod and reel combos of substantial
value. Canadian Tire also helped out with a discount on 10 sets of various sized chest waders.

The club is extremely popular and unfortunately it is impossible for us to accommodate the
entire list of students that sign up. In order to deal with the numbers, Heather and I have come
up with a list of strict guidelines that will help to regulate membership. Please read carefully the
sections below on eligibility, conditions and club rules, so there are no misunderstandings. You
may also download a PDF copy for your own benefit and records.

Eligibility

The club is open for conditional membership to all registered students (Grades 7 – 12) and staff
at Northwestern Elementary/Secondary School. Parental consent is mandatory as this club is
considered a “HIGH RISK” activity, due to it’s proximity to water on fishing trips.

At this year’s annual Club Fair, we had almost 70 new students sign up. Unfortunately, it is
simply impossible to accommodate that many students. The club has no official funding and
therefore, the equipment is very limited, delicate and far too expensive to replace. Each student,
when dressed to fish, will be holding and wearing approximately $600.00 worth of club gear. In
addition, the respect and skills required to properly care for and handle the equipment, is very
high. The art of casting, tying knots and fishing techniques also require concentration and
commitment.

We have created the following “Categories of Membership”:

Category 1: Senior or junior students with demonstrated experience and ALL of their own
equipment; rod, reel, tackle and waders. These students are welcome at all club
activities without attending the mandatory casting practices.

Category 2: Senior or junior students that are previous members and possess either their own
rod and reel combo or waders. These students are welcome at all club activities and
may be exempt from some of the required casting practices. They may also allow for
more members to join in on trips by extending the amount of available equipment.



Category 3: New members or previous members that do not fit into either category 1 or 2. These
students are welcome at all club activities and are required to meet all of the club
conditions.

Conditions

Running tying sessions, casting practices and fishing trips are very time consuming and
demanding on the part of Mrs. Jones and myself. It also requires the total commitment of
students to learn and progress accordingly. As a result, membership is restricted to only the
fully committed students. On average, we can only accommodate 10 students per trip, 20 per
semester, if all students are of category 3 criteria. Trips are split into junior and senior, one trip
each semester. Trips can be to local ponds or rivers such as the Grand, Nine Mile, Maitland or
Bayfield.

Condition 1: It is the full responsibility of the student/member to remain informed about all club
activities. Students should listen to announcements, check Mr. Faber’s website or
find Mrs. Jones or Mr. Faber to obtain the appropriate information.
Mrs. Jones and Mr. Faber will not chase students about club activities for
any reason.

Condition 2: Students/Members are required to attend all meetings unless prior arrangements
have been made with Mrs. Jones or Mr. Faber.

Condition 3: Students/Members are required to meet condition 2, plus attend a minimum of 3
casting practices and 2 knot tying/equipment handling meetings to qualify for a
fishing trip.

Condition 4: Students/Members are required to act respectful, maintain a serious approach to
learning and take instruction. Reasonable progress is expected.

Condition 5: Students must conduct themselves in an appropriate manner during all regular
school classes/activities and/or school hours; students that do not meet this
condition are not welcome in the club.

Condition 6: Students/Members agree to pay for any supplies or expenses associated with tying
sessions or fishing trips. This includes, being assigned a numbered $600.00
rod and reel outfit which will be inspected before and after use! All
members, parents and guardians agree to assume full financial
responsibility for lost or damaged borrowed equipment!



Club Rules

1) This is a “Fly Fishing” club only; no other form of fishing is permitted.

2) Use of a single barbless hook/fly only; for easy release and personal safety.

3) We practice catch and release only; unless the fish is harmed and will not survive.

4) Members are to fish with a buddy at all times and there is no wandering off without the
explicit permission of trip supervisors.

5) Due to the nature of fly casting and the effects of wind conditions, hooks can blow close to
the members head/face. For safety reasons, all members are to wear, glasses, sun glasses
or safety glasses; a ball cap or preferably a wide brimmed hat.

6) Members are to respect the natural environment and land owners property. We are
guests, not residents.

7) Pack out what you pack in, no garbage is to be left behind. A good practice is to pick up
any additional garbage left by other people and improve the natural environment.

8) Come prepared for the duration of a trip; any changes in weather; bring food and drink
and extra clothing if necessary.

9) Practice proper fishing etiquette by not wading through another angler’s pool; take an
angler’s spot when he/she goes for a break or lands a fish; make excessive noise or engage
in any inappropriate behaviour.

10) Use the skills Mrs. Jones and I have taught, follow the rules and have fun! Trout are very
sensitive and a stealthy approach to any stream, river or pond will drastically increase
your chances of success.
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